ABOUT THE ISRAEL ANTIQUITIES AUTHORITY
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i o Fﬁl 5’ o ol . ram In Tsrael, history 1s consldered a treasure and our most important national asset. The dewn of civilization aross
e % 4 -t T in and arcund this reglon over a million years ago and this s the birthplace of some of the words key religions.
There are aver thirty thousand known archaeological sttes scattersd throughout Temel. According to the

Antiquities Law, the [srael Antiquities Authortty (TAA&) 1z mandated to protect and preserve [sraels and its
territorial waters' archaeological sttes.

T fudlfill this misslon, the [4A assesses antlquilties sibes, schedules archasdogical mcavations, and documents,
researches, preserves and protects sttes and objects throughout the land and sea.

Thie lsrael Antiquities Authority's major functions are:

Excavation of archeeclogical sites; conducting and promoting research

Conservatlon, restoratlon and development of sites

Managerment, maimtenance and protect lon of sites

Preservation and restoration of antiquities

Inspection and supervision of excavations

Management and supervision of the State Antiquities Collection

Enforcement of the Law of Antiquities and the Israel Antlquities Authority Law

Exhibit archaeologlcal findings to the public in Israel and abroad

Crperation and maintenance of the 14 A Library, the largest and richest spame of anchasclogical
Information in the entire Middle East

Documentation and reglstration of archeeological Informmation

Educational and Informative activities — commeying knowledge and appreciation of the archascloglcal
hentage to lsraells and forelgners of all ages

#  Intermnationsl sclentific exchanges

The 14 A employs a staff of approcdimately 450 workers, prirmarily archaeologists, conservators and sclentists
who are divided among ten key departments. Among those, the largest 1s the Excavations and Survey
Department, responsible for the declaration of antiquities dtes, the granting of excavat ion Hoenses and
conducting excavations and research. Other departments inchade: Conservation, Artifacts-care, Matlonal
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Callections, Cataloging and Pessarch, Publications, Education and Information, IT, Sclentific Arnchives and the
Library. Furthermore, in order to faclitate eficlency in a country with such a vast array of sttes, alongside its
computerized network and extenstee geographic Informat ion system (GI5) the [AA operates In st divisions:
Marth Terael, Cemtral Ierael, South Israel, Jerusalem, Marine Archagology and the Awtl-Theft Unit.

In these early years of the 215 cemtury, the [AA continues its efforts to strike a positive balance between the

modern developrnent of lsrael and the preservation of its antlquitles and antiquities sttes. In dolng so, the
[AA enaures that it docurnents every archaeologlcal remnart in full, making the inforrmation, and whenever

possible, the artifacts, avallable to scholars and the public at large, in lsrael and abroad.

Ui Thahari, Phd

Dhepaaty D¥ire ctor
Tsrael Artiquities Autherity

Tadean Desert

INTRODUCTION

The land of Tsras] has always been a cultural crossroads. On this balroy, hight kssed sliver of terrain bet ween
the Arabian Desert and the Meditermnean Sea, the bellefs and material culiure of locals, nomads and imvaders
have Intermingled for millkennia.

Anclent Israel was a place, a natlon, and also the fount of & new falth that has had ectraordinary impact dowm
tio our own age. Its Torah {Hebrew for teaching or instruction], also known as the Hebrew Bible or the Old
Testament, has served as a source for Judalamn, Chrstiantty and Islam—religlons with followers numbering
miore than a third of the world's present papulation.

The winds of history buffeted the anclent [sraelites and thetr tioy land, forcing them to leam to womshlp and
maintain thedr fatth away from thelr phyalcal center that lay besteged or conguered., often in maine, or &t too
great a distance from their exile.

For mamy centiries powerfid empires sought to dominate this vital intersection of the anclent Mear

East, leaving behind their influence and causing the Israelite nation and ks fatth to transform and be
transformed, but also ensuring the wide dispersal of 1ts 1deas. Thus ancient lsrael 15 not the product of

ane or a few events, but rather of evolving and unigue conditlons that even today continae to find new Life
and expression.

Israel’s amchaenlogical sites and the artifacts they have ylelded provide a record of extracmdinary human
achievement. The pots, colns, weapons, jewelry, and other artifacts on display o this exhibition constitate a
mornentous comtribution to our cultural legacy: They teach ws about the past and about oursebves,

The biblical era, also known as the Iron Age in archasology (1200-586 BCE), witnesses the birth and evclution
aof the anclent Israelite people. From obecure begnnings in small agriculturally based communities, the
material cutture slowly becomes mare sophisticated. With the establishment of the monarchy in Israel under
Diavid and Solomon, a golden age 15 deplcted in the Bible. Archaeclogy deardy shows that poor willages give
way to fortified citles with monurment sl architectire, as ancient [srael becomes a nation.

The Israelites adopt a varlation of the Phoeniclan alphabet and eventually begin writing. 5Some of these writings
are collected intoa “kible® (from the Latin word for “Hbrary™). They remain the primary witness to the culture
af Israel and Judah. These texts were largely composed durng the Iren Age and record—Iin prose, poetry, myth,
and law—Interactions of the sraelites and thelr god.



Mew writings are added toa growing collection of religlous Hterature, The politics and theology that shape
the lifie of the peaple of Judah and Israel are reflected In thedr texts. Unlike any ather lberature of the time,
these wrtings gave the lsraslites 8 unbremsal culbiure, a wide-ranging set of Laws, a fierce national identity,
and a fervent connection to the land

Today, historans, Hngulsts and archaeologlsts promaote cur ability to understand anclent Israel & bit of good
fortune amplified thelr efforts when the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Afiter all, what could be more
trmportant in studying the *People of the Book™ and thedr sibling religions than to find hundreds of anclent
coples af these very books?

That 1 the greatness of the Dead Sea Scrolls. These two thousand year ol d parchrments and scraps of
parchments dermonstrate that in the days of Hellenlc and Roman comtrol of Judah and the Land of Israel, the
Hebrew Bible was already a highly regarded collection of writings upon which the people of Israel relied to
understand thedr history and relaticnship with thedr God. The Scrolls, discovered predominantly in the years
1547-1955, ame a collection of thousands of fragments comprising some 200
scrolla They date from around 250 BCE to 68 CE, almost a thousand years older
than the next aldest coples of the Bible discoverad, and inchide sbout 207 biblical
manuscripts, 8 well comminity-forused scrolls that giveus & glimpss ko the
lives of certain anclent devout believers in lsrael and s God

The majortty of the scrolls are non-biblical and represent & varety of Hemry
genres: commentary, religlous legal writings, Hharglcal {prayer) texts, and
compoaltions that predict 8 coming apocalypse. They illustrate some of the rituals
and practices of 8 uniquwe commmunity and reflect the profound concerns of the
authors, who apparently sought to address questions such as: Where do we fit

in Gods plan? How should we Ive our lbves? How and when will the world end?
What then will happen to us?

Thedr answers touch on farmliar themes. They belleved in denrotion to God,
they belleved In practices that reflect their understanding of the Tarah {such
as maintaining purtty of body and Intentions), they viewed themsebves asa
comrninity and as part of a coamic straggle between good and evil, and they
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foresaw an end Hmes war bet ween good and evil that comes at a heavy cost. They were starkly negative about
others who worshipped or practiced differently.

Qumiran was degtroyed in 68 CE. The first Dead Sea Scrolls wers found 1,879 years later. The Scrolls prowide

a splritual map of anclent Israel. They enable us to learn about the priesthood at the Temple in Jenisalem, find
Insights into comumunity views, study relighous practices at the time and assess the importance of these writings
tio thelr community.

Even today, some of anclent [srael’s key storkes continuwe to resonate In churches, mosques and synagogues
aroind the wordd, where cne might hear of Abrabham or the Ten Commandments. Reaching beyond religious
circles, these sources have swayed philosophers, molded leaders, affected {nstihations of higher leaming as

well a8 courts and seats of government, and have shaped our soclety's precepts of morality and justice as
they hawe for over two thousand years and across the worlds continents.

Dir. Risa Levitt Kohn, Debora Ben Ami




ANCIENT ISRAEL

ISRAELITE BEGINNINGS

I'will make of you a great nation . .. Gewests 122

Enactly when and how the Israclites settled the hil country of anclent Canaan rernains an anchaeclogical
puzzle. In the period archaeo ogists call Iron Age I {1200-1000 BCE), hundreds of new settlements appeared
In Canaant cemtral bill country. It 1s in these small, unfortifed places that we find four-roeom houses and an
abundance of pithoi, or collared-rim storage jars, which all but dizappear after this perlod

Callared-Rina Pithes Diecarated pithos/krater

"En Hagit This mualti-bandled krater is ununm] becase

Tron Age I{11th century BCE) of the cdlay decoration applied to its shoulder.
It includes a striding homed animal with a bicd
above it. & paw, presumably belonging to anather
animal — a lion? — appears cn the rim.
Hazor

< The acrapalis of Hazor Irom Age I (1 1th cemhary BCE]




THE ISRAELITE “FOUR RooM HoOUsE™"
Through wisdom s a house butlt; and by understanding it is established Proverbs 24:3

Thee “Four room house” & rectangular house with a central cowrtyard surrounded by three moms, represents the
typical domestic unit inhabited by anclent Israelites throughout the Iron Age (1150-586 BCE). The courtyand
was the center of household activity, which Included grinding and crushing cereals, weaving with losms and
clay welghts, and cooking and baking in clay ovens and over open fires. The typical lsraclite’s diet conststed of
grains, legumes, vegetables and, less frequently, meat (other than pork). Water, wine, and oll were stored In jars
of different slzes. (iher pottery vessels — bowls, kraters, Jugs, and juglets — were used at meals,

Typical lron Age 11 demestic vessels

Pottery pillar-handled jar, krater, juglet — Lachish; Pattery cocldng pots, bowd,
bmp - Jerusalem, City of David; Pottery jug — Arad; Basalt bowl - Horvat "LUza
{&th-Tth century BCE)
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MONUMENTAL ARCHITECTURE

All these were made of costly stones, cut according to measure, sawed with saws, back and
front, even from the foundation to the coping, and from the outside to the great court.

I Fings 73

Proto-aeclic stone capitals are characteristic of royal and public buil ding architectire in Israel and Judah
during the Firs Ternple perlod. The capitals are hewn from large limestone Bl ocks and are decomted with
a central tiangle bordered by wolutes (gpiral scroll-like ornaments). Capitals of thistype were found at the
major adminisgrative centers of [srael - Dian, Hazor, Megiddo, and Samarla - and of Judah - Jerusalem
(City of Dravid) and Ramat Bachel.

Limestone proto-aealic capitals
Megidde, Samaria
Tron Age 1T (%th-8th cenhary BCE)
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